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Dear Friends,
At the end of the day, the goal of everyone at Cuesta College is 
to make a difference. We strive to make a difference in the lives 
of our students and colleagues, the communities in which we 
live, and, really, in the world on a global scale.

Back in 2008, Cuesta College alum James Scheulke was 
involved in making history when he played a role in President Barack Obama’s election 
to the White House. Today, Scheulke continues to impact our country by lobbying for 
free community college for all, and it was his time at Cuesta College that influenced the 
desire to champion the plight of students seeking affordable higher education. Read all 
about it on page 3.

Speaking of affordable community college, beginning this fall, Cuesta is offering the 
Cambria Promise – a scholarship providing a fee-free second year to all Coast Unified 
School District graduates. Financial barriers are further being broken at the college 
with this extension of the Cuesta Promise Scholarship. Details on the difference this gift 
from an anonymous donor is making in students lives on page 4.

A new designation is having a positive impact on a large portion of Cuesta College’s 
student body. Earlier this year, the college was deemed an official Hispanic-Serving 
Institution. That means Cuesta can now seek funding that will continue its work toward 
paving smooth and successful educational pathways for Latino and Latina students. 
Hear from one Latina student who sees great value in this new designation on page 10.

As we progress through the fall 2016 semester at Cuesta College, the faculty, staff, 
administration and Board of Trustees are continually striving to make a difference in 
the lives of our students and community. And our students and alumni are making 
positive differences here at home and all around the world. At the end of the day, we’re 
all in the business of making progressive change. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Cuesta College News and the many great stories  
it entails.

Making a Difference

Gilbert H. Stork, Ed.D., 
Superintendent/President

gPRESIDENT’S Message 

Sincerely,

Gilbert H. Stork, Ed.D.  
Superintendent/President
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2nd Chance Pell Program
Local incarcerated individuals will get a second chance at a prosperous future thanks 
to Cuesta College. The college is one of 69 in the United States selected to take part in 
the Second Chance Pell Pilot Program, which will provide postsecondary education to 
thousands of prison inmates nationwide. The goal? To restore educational access for 
these individuals and improve their chances of successful and productive reentry after 
they are released. For more details, go to www.cuesta.edu and click on News.
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Cuesta College alum James Scheulke’s road to the White House 
included a quite unusual chauffeuring opportunity.

“When then-Senator Barrack Obama was campaigning, 
there was a possibility that I was going to drive his tour bus,” 
said Scheulke. “I drove buses as a student at UC Davis, but I 
didn’t end up getting to drive Obama’s bus.”

Although security reasons prevented Scheulke from shut-
tling the soon-to-be POTUS around town, he did get to play an 
instrumental role in getting Obama elected. After a brief stint 
at Chico State University, Scheulke attended Cuesta College in 
2005-06, then transferred to UC Davis. While there, he took 
more than a year off and found himself in Iowa, campaigning 
for the Senator’s caucus.

“We were kind of the underdog, scrappy campaign,” said 
Scheulke, who served as a field organizer. “But after the long 
primary season, we went on to beat Hillary Clinton and win 
the nomination, and then on to win the general election. It was 
a special experience and went so much further than I ever ex-
pected. We were just a group of 20-something, selfless kids who 
thought that they could change the country and change  
the world.”

The White House is a long way from Cuesta College, yet it 
was his brief time on the campus that shaped his passion for 
changing the world.

“Years ago, I thought that the really big changes were made 
in the ‘halls of power’ – the White House or the Capitol Build-
ing or New York – and I ended up in those halls of power. But 
what I learned over time is that some of the most impactful 

change that happens in this country is really at the local and 
community level,” said Scheulke, who worked in different White 
House offices for a number of years.

Today, Scheulke works in California for Heads Up America, 
a non-profit campaign advocating for debt-free community  
college. “I left the White House with the specific goal of work-
ing with community colleges, and I would have never done that 
were it not for my experience at Cuesta.”

Scheulke describes his time at Cuesta College as full of high 
quality faculty, diverse groups of students and opportunities 
abound for positive change. And his rallying cry to those who 
aren’t sure they support community college?

FEATURED ALUM

DID YOU KNOW?   Cuesta College supports the California Promise, an initiative to provide debt-
free community college to California students. Head to www.cuesta.edu and click News for details.

From Cuesta College to the White House

“Students should be proud to go to Cuesta College, it’s a 
smart choice for so many reasons, and your peers and faculty 
are high quality in a way that’s hard to match at other  
institutions. Sitting in a classroom at Brown University last year 
- I would have traded places with a student sitting in a Cuesta 
College classroom in an instant.”

Now there’s a community college campaign message we can 
get behind.

“I went to an Ivy League University, a 
UC, and a community college and I prefer 
all of those institutions in the reverse 
order,” said Scheulke.
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The Cambria Promise Scholarship, announced in June, now 
provides a fee-free second year to all high school graduates 
of Coast Unified School District (CUSD). It’s all thanks to 

a private anonymous donation of $20,000 made to the Cuesta 
College Foundation in June 2016. All recently graduated CUSD 
seniors can receive a fee-free first year at Cuesta via the Cuesta 
Promise and then a fee-free second year via the Cambria Promise.

“With the success of the Cuesta Promise Scholarship pro-
gram, we have been working on a way to fund a second year 
of fee-free education at Cuesta College; the Cambria Promise 
launches this effort,” said Cuesta College Superintendent/ 
President Dr. Gil Stork. “This gift to the graduates of Coast 
Union High School and Leffingwell High School is phenomenal. 
We are very grateful to the donor for caring so much about the 

educational needs of our local students.” 
A total of 15 CUSD 2015-16 Promise Scholarship recipients 

are now receiving a fee-free 2016-17 academic year at Cuesta 
College by way of the Cambria Promise. One such student is 
Maria Figueroa.

“I feel beyond blessed to be able to receive not only my first 
but also my second year fee-free at Cuesta. It is truly an amazing 
opportunity and I am so thankful,” said Maria. “I plan on having 
my Associate’s Degree in Science by next summer and then  
applying for the Registered Nursing Program at Cuesta; my 
dream is to become a Registered Nurse.”

CAMBRIA

P R O M IS
E

The Cambria Promise Scholarship: 2nd Year Fee-Free

2016 SCHOLARSHIP CEREMONY
In August, the Cuesta College Foundation hosted the 
27th annual Scholarship Reception, drawing nearly 300 
scholarship donors and students onto the SLO Campus.

This year, 273 students received scholarships, 
amounting to $345,000 in funds. 

For details, visit www.cuesta.edu and click News; 
to check out photos from the event (as seen here),  visit 
bit.ly/scholarrecep. 

FINANCIAL AID

FOR MORE INFO Call the Promise Hotline: (805) 546-3153
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Grants Program to celebrate and honor the National 
Park Service’s 100th birthday in 2016. The grant paid 
for almost all the materials necessary for the course, 
and Locher took the class to Mountain Air Sports in 
San Luis Obispo to purchase necessary equipment 
and supplies, including backpacks, tents, cooking 
gear, and first aid kits. 

The course included a fitness assessment to 
ascertain the abilities of the entire group and to 
determine hiking distances. The class practiced 
their skills on local hiking trails, and their final exam 
culminated in a three-day, 17-mile hike through the 
Sierra Nevada National Park. 

In addition to learning how to pack efficiently, the 
course covered proper hiking attire, trail etiquette, 
and navigation using a map. “I think the ‘learn by 
doing’ mentality is important in today’s environment, 
especially with instant gratification through our use of 
computers and cell phones,” Locher said. “Being in 
the outdoors, you have to have a different sense 
of where you are going and what you want to 
accomplish. You can’t count on technology 
outdoors – your cell phones aren’t going to work 
and you can’t use a computer. I think getting 
away from all that will provide a different 

sense of gratification 
and relaxation. It opens 
your eyes to a different 
type of environment 
outdoors in a ‘John 
Muir style’ kind of way, 
and I think we need  
that today.”

New Backpacking Course  
Brings Nature Into the Classroom

Brian Locher (far left) and his  
KINA 236 students hiked the 
Johnson Ranch Trail in  
San Luis Obispo in July 2016. 

A new class introduced at Cuesta 
College during the summer of 2016 
got students out of the classroom 
and into the great outdoors. The six-
week backpacking course, KINA 236, 
was taught by faculty member Brian 
Locher and provided students with the 
necessary principles, techniques, and 
methods to create safe and responsible 
skills in backpack camping. “I pitched 
the course because I thought it would 
be worthwhile to get our student body 
out in the wilderness, and to provide 
an opportunity for our community to 
be involved in outdoor education and 
outdoor fitness,” Locher said. “There 
are a lot of students and members of 
the community who’ve never had an 
opportunity to do something like this, 
and they just want some guidance on 
navigating the great outdoors.”

The class was supported in part 
by a one-time grant from the Rose 
Foundation National Parks Centennial 

COURSE SPOTLIGHT

Call the Promise Hotline: (805) 546-3153



very proud of what I have accomplished.”
Dr. Gilbert, a Cuesta College  

philosophy instructor, was also the 
recipient of accolades at the convention – 
he was awarded an Outstanding Advisor 
Award by the state organization after 

being nominated by the Cuesta College 
AGS student officers. 

“Dr. Gilbert is one of the most humble, 
mindful and compassionate individuals I 
have ever met,” said Cuesta College AGS 
student Natalie Granger. “Community 
college has given me a second chance 
at education, but AGS has given me a 
second chance to believe in my fullest 
potential and capabilities. It was because 
of Dr. Gilbert’s encouragement that I 
discovered qualities in myself I had not 
yet seen.”

“Community college has given me 
a second chance at education, but 
AGS has given me a second chance 
to believe in my fullest potential 
and capabilities.”

- Cuesta student and AGS member  
Natalie Granger

This December, AGS will honor a select few Cuesta College  
instructors for going above and beyond expectations and  
influencing students’ academic success at the sixth annual  
Teacher Appreciation Night. 

Of more than 5,000 AGS students in 
California, Ashley Erden was one of 
only 49 to receive a scholarship from the 
organization this year. The Kathleen D. Loly 
Award, worth $700, was bestowed upon 
the Cuesta College sociology major for 
her impressive academic record (a perfect 
cumulative 4.0) and extensive volunteer 
service (141.5 hours of service – more than 
three times the required amount).

“Through her academic achievements, 
her commitment to service, and her 
desire to help others improve their own 
lives, Ms. Erden represents the best of 
the California community colleges and of 
AGS,” said Cuesta College AGS Faculty 
Advisor Dr. Christopher Gilbert, who 
nominated Erden for the scholarship.

Erden, a Los Osos resident, plans  
to earn a bachelor’s degree in social 
work and become licensed in addiction 
counseling. 

“Winning this scholarship means a 
great deal to me,” said Erden. “I have 
worked extremely hard at Cuesta  
College to keep my GPA high and I am 

Achievements of Alpha Gamma Sigma
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A Cuesta College student and a  
 faculty member were honored in 

April by Alpha Gamma Sigma (AGS), the 
academic honor society and service 
organization of the California community 
colleges. Here’s a look at these 
remarkable individuals.

2016 Teacher Appreciation Night

AGS student Ashley Erden and AGS faculty advisor Dr. Chris Gilbert 

FOR MORE INFO Contact Dr. Gilbert (805) 546-3100, ext. 2776
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Cuesta College was recently awarded 
$1,398,061 by the California Commu-
nity College Chancellor’s Office as a 
part of the California Community Col-
leges Basic Skills and Student Outcomes 
Transformation Program. The funding 
expands two new programs that help 
students who need remedial instruction 
in math or English to move more rapidly 
toward college level courses.

With the basic skills grant funding, 
the college will increase the number 
of students in the two pilot programs 
already in place at the North County 
Campus, and expand the program offer-
ings to the San Luis Obispo Campus.

The programs are:
» Early Start to Cuesta  
This summer-session program provides a one-week 
placement test preparation and re-testing  
opportunity for hundreds of basic skills students;  
it is projected to improve math or English placement 
by at least one level for 60 percent of participants. 

»  iZoom!  
This first-year experience program provides proactive 
student support services with the goal of helping 
more than 250 students each year reach a college-
level English or math course in one semester 
instead of two. It includes guaranteed enrollment in 
prescribed courses, free textbooks, and dedicated 
faculty and counselors.

Beginning in fall 2016, Cuesta College 
began offering six Associate Degrees 
for Transfer (ADTs) from its North 
County Campus located in Paso Robles. 
Although the college offers a total of 25 
transfer degrees, this is the first set of 
ADTs available entirely on the North 
County Campus. Cuesta College stu-
dents who earn an Associate in Arts 
Degree for Transfer (AA-T) or Associate 
in Science Degree for Transfer (AS-T) are 
guaranteed admission with junior stand-
ing into the Cal State University system.

“In response to the needs of our North 
County residents, the college developed a 
two-year scheduled plan for six Associate 
Degrees for Transfer, which represents 
a clear pathway for students to earn a 
degree at the North County Campus and 
transfer to a CSU in two years,” said  
Assistant Superintendent/Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Dr. Deborah Wulff.

The ADTs being offered are Admin-
istration of Justice (Evening Program), 
Agriculture Business, Business  
Administration, Communication  
Studies, Psychology, and Sociology. 

North County Campus 
Transfer Degrees

First-Year  
Experience Programs

CaFE: New Name,  
New Centers

Cuesta College Student Services is proud 
to announce the opening of the CaFE 
(CalWORKs, foster youth, and EOPS/
CARE) Centers on the San Luis Obispo 
and North County campuses and a new 
name to describe the multiple services it 
provides. CaFE blends the long-standing 
CalWORKs and EOPS/Care programs 
and adds a new service component for 
foster youth. 

The centers provide comprehensive 
support, services, and resources to CaFE 
students in order to empower, moti-
vate, and encourage them to reach their 
educational, career, and life goals in a 
welcoming and safe environment.

“We welcome students to stop by and 
visit our new space for CaFE services on 
both Cuesta College campuses, and come 
learn about the many services we offer,” 
said Dean of Student Services  
 Catherine Riedstra.

For more information on CaFE services, 
stop by their new locations on the SLO 
Campus in Room 3142 and the NC Campus 
in Room N3024. You may also call the  
offices at (805) 546-3144 (SLO) and  
(805) 591-6214 (North County).   

For more info on the North County  
Campus transfer degrees, visit  
bit.ly/cuestanorthcounty or call  
(805) 591-6200.

For more information on both Early Start 
to Cuesta and the ¡ZOOM! Program, 
contact Regina Voge, Project Director at 
(805) 591-6200, ext. 4526, or at  
regina_voge@cuesta.edu.

 
SUCCESS 

 

New Student 
SUCCESS 
Opportunities

DETAILS DETAILS

DETAILS



TURNING   THE DIRT
MEASURE L UPDATES

This past spring, 
the bond officially 
broke ground. 
A very rainy ground-
breaking ceremony took 
place on March 11 for the 
San Luis Obispo Campus 
Instructional Building; 
sunny skies greeted those 
who attended the ceremony 
for the North County 
Campus Center building 
on March 24. Both events 
were very well attended 
by community officials, 
key bond construction 
personnel, college 
administration, faculty and 
staff. Work continues on 
both buildings, which are 
scheduled for completion 
in fall 2017 and full use in 
spring 2018. 

The college is also 
looking into the future 
at the second issuance 
projects, which will 
launch in spring 2018. 
They include a new Data 
Center, Aquatics Center, 
and Campus Center on the 
San Luis Obispo Campus, 
and a new Early Childhood 
Education facility on the 
North County Campus.

STAYING LOCAL

SLO Campus  
Instructional Building

13 of 14  
contracts 

$10M of $12M
total project cost 

10 of 13  
contracts 

$15M of $20M
total project cost 

North County  
Campus Center

The majority of contractors 
hired to do Measure L 
bond work on the first two 
new buildings are local 
– meaning the majority 
of taxpayer dollars going 
toward these projects is 
staying local. 

DID YOU KNOW? The Measure L website now includes a Featured Image Gallery. Head to  
www.cuestacollegebond.info for a look at photos showcasing bond groundbreakings, construction  
and more. The website also contains everything you need to know about the $275M bond.
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Cuesta College Superintendent/President Dr. Gil Stork addresses the crowd 
at the SLO Instructional Building groundbreaking ceremony.

Members of the Cuesta College Board of Trustees and administration turn  
the dirt at the North County Campus Center groundbreaking ceremony.



Two new opportunities for students interested 
in rodeo and agriculture.

Rodeo Club
In June, the college’s Rodeo Club competed  
in the College National Finals Rodeo  
Competition and took 19th place in the 
nation. Not bad for a club that’s only been 
around for two years. “We are extremely 
proud of our Cuesta Cougars,” said Rodeo 
Club Coach Clint Pearce. “This was only our 
second year and it was great just qualifying for 
the National Finals. Our athletes competed very 
well and stood up to the best college rodeo  
competition in the country. We’re already looking 
forward to being even more competitive next year.”

The club aims to motivate its student athletes to excel in 
the classroom and the rodeo arena. Students must maintain 
good grades and stay fully engaged in their collegiate  
experience in order to remain eligible to compete. The club 
has also forged a partnership with Cal Poly and practices at the 
Cal Poly rodeo arena alongside the university’s rodeo  
club members. 

Agriculture Business Program
For the more agriculturally minded folks, Cuesta now  
offers an Associate Degree for Transfer in Agriculture Business, 
both from the San Luis Obispo and North County campuses. 
“The Agriculture Business Program launched just last year and 
already we’ve had so much interest in and excitement over the 
courses we are offering,” said Cuesta College Agriculture  
Business Instructor Amy Stapp. 

This fall, the program is offering the following courses:  
Introduction to Agriculture Business, Introduction to  
Agriculture Economics, Elements of Accounting for Agriculture 
and Introduction to Computer Applications for Agriculture (this 
course is brand new). In the future, courses in agriculture plant 
science and agriculture mechanics may be added.

The program is also looking to launch a Collegiate FFA  
this year, which will provide professional development  
opportunities to students, and also create an ‘agriculture  
community’ on campus for those who have an interest  
in agriculture. 

     

Western influences  
are kicking up dust at 
Cuesta College

Members of the Cuesta College Rodeo Club at the 2016 national  
competition.

FOR MORE INFO Agriculture Business Program (805) 546-3100, ext. 2729

FOR MORE INFO Rodeo Club (805) 546-3289
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Imagine living in a place where you don’t speak the language. Or your parents moved here 
from another country in search of a better life, but are unable to financially support your 
education. You want a prosperous future, to become a contributing member of society. A first 
step would likely be to go to school. But what if getting an education involved 
very few support services, so few that navigating the college system seems 
impossible? 

A new designation at Cuesta College is breaking down barriers to a successful  
educational journey for its Latino and Latina students.

In April of 2016, Cuesta was designated by the U.S. Department of Education an 
official Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI), allowing the college to apply for grants that 
will help Hispanic and low income students accomplish their educational goals. The 
new funding opportunities will allow the college to enhance the work Cuesta College is 
already doing to support its Hispanic students. 

“The HSI designation is key to increasing services for our growing population  
of Hispanic students via specialized grant funding,” said Cuesta College  
Superintendent/President Dr. Gil Stork. 

The primary criterion for HSI designation for colleges is a Hispanic  
enrollment of at least 25 percent of the total enrollment; Cuesta College is 
currently at 33 percent. 

The college has seen a significant increase in its Hispanic student  popu-
lation in recent years. In 2010, Hispanic students made up 24 percent of the 
student population; four years later that percentage rose to 32 percent. 

The number of Latinos living in San Luis Obispo County is also 
on the rise. According to the California Department of Finance, 
the proportion of county residents who identify as Hispanic will 
increase from 22 percent in 2015 to 24 percent in 2025.

There are two types of educational grants available once a 
school is recognized as an HSI; a Title III and a Title V grant. 
This fall, the college will find out if it is awarded a Title III 
grant, which would allow Cuesta to expand educational  
opportunities in the areas of Science, Technology,  
Engineering, and Math (STEM) and improve the  
attainment of Hispanic students. The funding would go 
toward helping the growing demographic of Hispanic 
students in STEM programs by providing designated staff 
and resources, like specialized counselors and tutoring.

“We hope this designation is the start of an important 
chapter in the history of Cuesta College that showcases 
our institution as a great source of postsecondary  
education dedicated to student success,” said Dr. Stork.

Hispanic-Serving Institution Designation: Cuesta’s Changing Lives

VISIT cuesta.edu and click news for info on HSI Designation



Heidi Shaw, 
Cuesta College 
Class of 2016.
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In 2006, Heidi Shaw moved from Guatemala to the 
United States. At the time, she spoke no English and 
had no family in California. Regardless, her goal was to 
pursue an American education.

“In Guatemala, education was very important to me, 
it always has been important in my life, and continued 
to be important when I came to Cuesta College,” said 
Shaw, who enrolled at Cuesta three years after her 
arrival in the U.S. 

Getting an education proved a challenge for Shaw. 
It took her a total of seven years to get through the 
required English as a Second Language (ESL) courses 
and then pursue a transfer degree in psychology. During 
that time, the dedicated wife and mother-of-one sought 
out academic support services like counseling and 
financial aid, but says more services are needed for 
students who don’t speak English.

“You have to be very persistent and disciplined as an 
ESL student to pursue your education in a new country,” 
said Shaw. “There are many students who were educated 
in their country and then they relocate and have to start 
all over again. It’s really frustrating and hard to navigate 
the system all by yourself when you speak very little 
English.”

Shaw graduated from Cuesta College in May of 2016 
and plans to transfer to a university. And although she 
will not experience the benefits of Cuesta College’s HSI 
designation, she is thrilled for her fellow ESL students 
and those who will come after them.

“I’m very excited that more services will be 
provided for students like me, and there will be more 
opportunities for the ESL students to succeed in their 
education. I’m excited to know that my ESL friends will 
have more support in the near future.”

ON THE RISE
Hispanic Students at Cuesta College
2010 2016

24% 33%
SLO County Hispanic Population

2015 2025

22% 24%

Set up For Success
A look at what the college is doing to 
support its Latina/o students.

In spring of 2016, Cuesta was awarded 
a $1.3 million Basic Skills and Student 
Outcomes grant, funding the Early  
Start to Cuesta Program and the  
¡ZOOM! Program (details on both 
programs can be found on page 7).

The college is a member of the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges & Universities 
(HACU), championing Hispanic success in 
higher education via funding resources.

The Latino Leadership Network (LLN) 
is a student-club for those interested 
in leadership roles promoting and 
maintaining “la cultura Latina.”

The Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de 
Aztlan (MEChA) student club promotes 
educational advancement, cultural 
awareness, and student leadership for 
Latino/Chicano students.

The college recently increased its English 
as a Second Language (ESL) course 
offerings at its South County Center in 
Arroyo Grande.

The annual Edúcate – Sí Se Puede 
conference provides an on-campus 
experience for hundreds of local Latino 
and Latina high school students seeking 
information about higher education.
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Cuesta College’s class of 2016 graduated 1,013 students and 
awarded 1,301 degrees at the 51st annual commencement 
ceremony held on Friday, May 20. This is more than 11 percent 
increase in students graduated and a nearly 14 percent increase 
in degrees awarded from 2015. Over the past five years, the num-
ber of degrees earned has more than doubled (up by 51 percent) 
and the number of students graduated from Cuesta College has 
increased by 37 percent.

“We are thrilled with the year-over-year increases in our 
graduation and degree earning rates,” said Dr. Deborah Wulff, 
Assistant Superintendent/Vice President of Academic Affairs. 
“We attribute much of this increase to the success of our  
transfer degrees; I believe the students understand how the 
transfer degrees can directly benefit their future education en-
deavors.”

A total of 590 transfer degrees were awarded; up nearly 128 
percent over last year. Cuesta College offers a total of 25 transfer 
degrees, which provide students with a clear pathway to the  
California State University degree major. Additionally, 577  
associate of arts and 134 associate of sciences degrees were 
awarded this year. 

A total of 420 graduates came from local high schools; 12 of 
them were Promise Scholarship recipients who received their 
first year at Cuesta College fee-free.

The graduates ranged in age from 15 to 67, and degrees 
were bestowed upon 443 males and 560 females. Of the gradu-
ates, 259 earned honors or high honors by achieving a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher, including 22 who earned a 
perfect 4.0.

A total of 26 veterans earned a degree this year,  
representing the branches of Air Force, Army, Marine, Navy 
and Coast Guard.

Students from four international countries, including 
Canada, Cyprus, South Korea and Switzerland, and 10 states, 
including Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois,  
Minnesota, Nevada, Utah, Washington and Wisconsin, were 
among the graduating class.

The 2016 graduating class statistics are compiled by the 
Cuesta College Office of Institutional Research and reflect stu-
dents who have completed degree requirements in fall 2015, 
spring 2016 and summer 2016 semesters.

A Snapshot of the 
Class of 2016

The graduating class of 2016 included 12 Promise Scholarship recipients who received their first year at Cuesta 
College fee-free. Pictured here are four who attended the 2016 Cuesta College graduation ceremony.

COMMENCEMENT
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The nursing class of 2016 graduated a total of 
39 students; each qualified to take their RN 
licensure exam (NCLEX) this past summer. 
The students are certainly set up for success– 
the classes of 2014 and 2015 obtained a 100 
percent pass rate on the RN licensure exam, 
and Nursing and Allied Health Division 
Director Marcia Scott hopes to see the trend 
continue: “This is a stellar achievement and 
marks our RN program as one of the top in 
California.”

The program now has its sights set 
on providing additional educational 
opportunities for future nursing students 
at Cuesta College. Three new educational 
options for those interested in the healthcare 
field launched during the summer and fall 
semesters of 2016.

»  Associate in Science Degree in  
Licensed Vocational Nursing (LVN)

In addition to the existing LVN Certificate of 

Achievement, this degree is intended to increase 

the future educational and healthcare career 

opportunities available to nursing students.  

Students must be accepted into the college’s LVN 

program through the application process to obtain 

the LVN degree. 

»  Associate in Science Degree  
in Pre-Nursing 

This degree prepares students for application to an 

Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) program at any 

California community college. The program  

electives also include courses required for 

transferring to a Bachelors of Science in Nursing 

(BSN) program. 

»  ADN to a BSN Degree  
Pathway

Via a partnership between Cuesta College  

and Cal State University of Monterey Bay  

(CSU-MB), a concurrent enrollment pathway 

from an ADN to a BSN Degree is now 

available. Cuesta’s RN students (who are 

in the ADN Program) can enroll in CSU-MB 

courses during the summer months between 

the two years of Cuesta College’s RN program 

and complete their BSN degree one year after 

completing their ADN from Cuesta College. 

“Essentially, our Registered Nursing 

students will now have the opportunity to 

earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing just 

three years after entering our RN program,” 

said Scott. “The BSN is rapidly becoming 

the preferred degree for entry level nursing 

positions; we are responding to the industry 

need and now offering this vital degree to  

our students.” 

Twenty-one students completed courses 

in the concurrent pathway this past June. 

Each student from the inaugural class was 

provided with a Nursing Excellence Award 

from the Cuesta College Foundation to assist 

with educational expenses.  

Currently, the classes are taught 

 through a combination of online and  

CSU-MB on-campus live classroom sessions. 

The college is working toward offering all 

courses on Cuesta College’s San Luis Obispo 

Campus by fall 2017. There are also plans to 

expand the new degree pathway to nurses in 

the community who’ve earned an ADN.

Cuesta College’s  
Nursing Program

Maintaining its reputation as one of the best in California

NURSING 
GRADS
OF 2016

NURSING PROGRAM UPDATES

FOR MORE INFO Call (805) 546-3138 or visit http://academic.cuesta.edu/nursing



In April, Cuesta’s sculpture students 
displayed their sound sculptures on campus. 
The students created their artworks out of 
recycled materials, including bicycle tires, 
pipes and metal scraps.

The college’s Harold J. Miossi Art Gallery featured a 
variety of exhibits this spring, including a juried student 
artwork exhibit (seen here). 

Local Latina and Latino high school students benefited from a  
$20,000 donation from PG&E; $5,000 went toward the college’s 
Edúcate – Sí Se Puede Conference.

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T

The 2016 Women of Distinction recipients (left to right) Cherie K. Michaelson,  
Anita Robinson, Libbie Agran, Ann Robinson, Lisa Fraser and Anna Bates.
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2016 Book of the Year author Hector Tobar speaks to 
a packed house at the CPAC in March about his novel 
The Barbarian Nurseries.

Cuesta College’s Welding Fabrication Team brought home the gold from 
the 52nd Annual SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference. 
Students (left to right) Joey Grant, Trevor Poindexter and William  
Dexter. Far right is faculty advisor and Cuesta College Welding  
Instructor Michael Fontes.

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T

Dr. Chris Gilbert, Philosophy Instructor  
2016 Teaching Excellence Award Recipient

Kristin Pimentel, Director of Admissions & Records 
2016 Management Senate Employee of the Year Award

Claudia Ferriday, Nursing & Allied Health Program Specialist 
2016 Classified Employee of the Year Award

Cherie Moore, Human Development Instructor 
2016 Academic Employee of the Year Award

Bill Demarest, Mathematics Instructor 
2016 Dr. Marie E. Rosenwasser President’s Leadership Award

At the Fall Opening Day 2016 Ceremony, the following individuals received awards (left to right) 
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The Business Partners program, established in 1995, promotes communications between Cuesta College and the San 
Luis Obispo County business community, enabling the college to better serve the educational and training needs of  
local employers and employees. More than 70 local businesses participate in this program and have access to  
meetings with college leaders, business mixers, free advertising on campus, and discounts for employee professional 
development and training. To learn more about how to become a Business Partner, please call (805) 546-3279.

strength of the college’s EMT and Para-
medic Programs. “Our employees are 
prepared well because the professors at 
Cuesta have done the job and they can 
teach from firsthand experience,” he said. 
“That’s really important because anyone 
can enjoy the class, but what’s the end 
result? Do the students become good 
paramedics and EMTs? We’ve found that 
they do, and that all has to do with the 
training process at Cuesta College.”

Justin is hopeful for the future of the 
EMT and Paramedic Programs at Cuesta 
College, and optimistic about the busi-
ness partnership and the opportunities 
it provides to students. “Community col-
leges provide opportunities for advanc-
ing education and/or skillsets in a certain 
field, and it’s convenient that Cuesta  

College is right here in our neighbor-
hood,” he said. “It’s nice to be a part of 
a small community and to be able to 
support schools, companies, and other 
nonprofit organizations because we all 
support each other.” 

About San Luis Ambulance

San Luis Ambulance is dedicated to 

saving lives with over 135 staff members 

including EMTs, paramedics, and  

registered nurses. The company pro-

vides ambulance services to emergency, 

non-emergency, and Critical Care  

Transport calls from stations across  

San Luis Obispo County.  

As the Vice President of Opera-
tions at San Luis Ambulance,  
 Justin Kelton oversees the day-

to-day activities at the privately owned 
paramedic services company. Family and 
community are most important in his 
life and he hopes that this philosophy  
becomes ingrained in the company 
culture. “Family is very important to 
me, and I want it to be important to our 
staff,” he said. “We take a lot of pride in 
being a family-owned company.” 

Justin and his father Frank (who co-
owns the company with his wife Betsy) 
were born and raised in San Luis Obispo, 
which is why they make it a priority to be 
actively involved in the local community. 
Part of that involvement is supporting 
Cuesta College as a business partner. Jus-
tin went through the EMT and Paramed-
ic programs at Cuesta College, and now 
through San Luis Ambulance he’s help-
ing usher in a new generation of emer-
gency professionals. “We initially wanted 
to become a business partner as a way to 
support our local community and to sup-
port the young people about to enter the 
workforce,” he said. “Now with Cuesta’s 
EMT and Paramedic programs, it’s even 
more important for us to support the 
college and the students who may be 
future employees of San Luis Ambulance 
or may move on to med school.”

Almost half of San Luis Ambulance’s 
workforce are graduates of Cuesta 
College, and Justin credits that to the 

BUSINESS
PARTNERS
PROGRAM

Justin Kelton of San Luis Ambulance

San Luis 
    Ambulance Supports Cuesta College

BUSINESS PARTNER

VISIT www.sanluisambulance.com



Todd Talley  
and his wife  
Jill, pictured  
here with their  
children.

The Talley Family

Gives Back
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There are several ways to donate to Cuesta College:

HOW TO
DONATE

1.  ONLINE:  www.cuesta.edu/aboutcc/planning/foundation and click on the button “Donate to Cuesta”
2.  MAIL:  Send a check to Cuesta College Foundation, P.O. Box 8106, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
3. PHONE:  Call (805) 546-3279 to make a credit card gift over the phone

Gifts to the Cuesta Fund help to support the college’s priority needs and technology upgrades.

Members of the Talley family have a motto:  
“Excellence in everything.” Cuesta College can 
 relate to that mission, and that may be why the two 

are a great match. Talley Farms has been supporting Cuesta 
College for the past 20 years as a donor and business partner, 
awarding scholarships to the children of its employees who 
attend Cuesta. The Talley family sees true value in supporting 
Cuesta College’s commitment to excellence. 

“Cuesta does a fantastic job of offering learners that ‘next 
step’ toward a career goal,” said Talley Farms Chief Financial 
Officer Todd Talley. “At Cuesta, students get a challenging  
curriculum that prepares them for further education and 
career. Be it in nursing, automotive, music, or a variety of other 
fields, Cuesta helps students pursue careers that allow them to 
stay, work and contribute to our local community.”

www.sanluisambulance.com
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From the Desk of 
Athletics Director Bob Mariucci

Bob Mariucci

Dear Cougar Fans,
Many incredible athletes pass through the halls of Cuesta College. In this issue of CC News, we 
wanted to highlight a few of our Cougar alumni who’ve gone on to do great things. These four 
former student athletes reflect only a small portion of so many Cuesta College Athletics success 
stories. We are proud of all the young men and women that our athletic programs have produced.

Bob Mariucci, Director of Athletics

Miriam Zabinsky
Sport: Women’s Basketball

Position: Forward

Hometown: Valley Center, CA

Graduate: Cuesta 2014, Sociology

Transferred to: Azusa Pacific 
University

Accomplishments: Member of 
the 2015-16 NCAA West Regional 
Playoff Team

Current: Recent graduate and is 
interested in playing or coaching 
overseas

Brady Moore
Sport: Men’s Water Polo

Position: Goalie

Hometown: Santa Barbara, CA

Graduate:  Cuesta 2013, 
Communications

Transferred to: University of 
the Pacific

Accomplishments: NCAA  
All-American

Current: Pursuing a career as a 
Navy officer.

Max Duval
Sport: Baseball

Position: RH Pitcher

Hometown: San Luis Obispo, CA

Graduate: Cuesta 2011, Economics

Transferred to: University of Hawaii

Accomplishments: Big West Player 
2-year letter winner, Former Assistant 
Coach Cuesta College

Current: Recently signed a free 
agent minor league contract with the 
Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Where Are They Now?

JOIN THE CUESTA COLLEGE BOOSTER CLUB!  CALL 546-3207BOOSTER CLUB

Riley Cooks
Sport: Track & Field/Volleyball

Position: Heptathlon

Hometown: Coarsegold, CA

Graduate: Cuesta 2014, Film 
Production/International Marketing

Transferred to: Long Beach State 
University

Accomplishments: Placed 1st in the 
Big West Heptathlon, 20th overall in 
NCAA Track & Field Championships

Current: Pursuing a career in the 
film industry
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Stars, Stripes & Swing

MIOSSI
ART GALLERY

The HAROLD J.

at Cuesta College

Mark your calendar4

2016 City to the Sea
October 9, 2016

Get ready to lace up and hit the pavement! Cuesta’s annual City to the 
Sea fundraiser returns for its 21st year with an expected turnout of 2,500 
participants. Half marathon start time is 7:00 a.m. at Higuera and Court 
streets in downtown SLO. The race ends at Dinosaur Caves Park in Pismo 
Beach. The 5K begins at 7:30 a.m. and a Kids’ Fun Run at 8:30 a.m. – both 
will take place at Dinosaur Caves Park. The race has raised funds for the 
Cuesta College track and field and cross country teams since 1995. 

Cuesta College’s 2017 
Book of the Year is New 
York Times bestseller The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, written by award-
winning science journalist 
Rebecca Skloot. The  
non-fiction narrative details 
the little known life story 
of an African-American 

woman who died of cancer but whose cells - harvested 
without her knowledge or permission in the 1950s - 
launched a medical revolution. 

Two members of the Lacks family will appear for a 
presentation and book-signing event on April 19, 2017. 
Tickets will go on sale February 1, 2017. Purchase tickets 
at www.cpactickets.cuesta.edu. A fundraiser will be held 
October 24, 2016.

CPAC Gala • November 13, 2:00 pm
The annual Friends of the Cultural and Performing Arts 
Center (FCPAC) Gala hits the high notes on Veterans Day 
weekend with the musical tribute “Stars, Stripes & Swing.” 
The event features the glamorous Swing Dolls, the Cuesta 
Jazz Orchestra and others. A silent auction and wine tasting 
is included in pre-show festivities. The Gala is a fundraiser 
for the CPAC. 

.

Vanished: A Chronicle of Discovery and 
Loss Across Half a Million Years 
January 20 - February 16  •  Opening reception: January 20, 4-7 pm

“Vanished: A Chronicle of Loss and Discovery across Half a 
Million Years” is an upcoming exhibit at the Harold J. Miossi 
Art Gallery that investigates four vanished icons that persist as 
powerful ideas. The transdisciplinary project includes two visual 
artists, a philosopher, a creative writer, a volcanologist, and a graphic designer. 
Collectively, they explore what’s been lost and consider how we assemble the past 
through fact, fiction, and myth. Their results are an interconnected collection of 
new and historic photographs, illustrations, sculpture, sound, and writing.

Runners participate in the 2015 City to the Sea race.

2017 Book  
of the Year

FOR MORE INFO E-MAIL: clove@cuesta.edu

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: www.citytothesea.org

PURCHASE TICKETS:

FOR DETAILS

 www.cpactickets.cuesta.edu

 Call (805) 546-3202
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DECEMBER
HOLIDAY 

CHOIR 
CONCERT

CUESTA  
COLLEGE 

NIGHT

Rabobank 
Men’s  
Basketball 
Tourney

 2  Board of Trustees Meeting

 4  Harold J. Miossi Art Exhibition Opening Reception

 4-6  Rabobank Men’s Basketball Tournament

  13 Annual CPAC Gala: Stars, Stripes & Swing

 1-3  Phillips 66 Women’s Basketball Tournament

 2-3  Cuesta Choirs Holiday Concerts

 4  North County Chorus Holiday Concert 

 7  Board of Trustees Meeting

OCTOBER:
 5  Board of Trustees Meeting

 9  21st Annual City to the Sea Half Marathon

 15  Fall Festival of Choirs 

 21 Promise Day

 31  College Night

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER: 

DECEMBER:


