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C.   ANNUAL PROGRAM PLANNING WORKSHEET (APPW) 

Program:  Political Science Planning Year: 2013-14 Last Year CPPR Completed: 2012-2013 

 

Unit:  Social Sciences Cluster:  Humanities Next Scheduled CPPR: 2017-2018 

 

NARRATIVE:  APPW  

For the first eight segments of the APPW, use the following narrative outline: 

I. Program Outcomes:   

 

1. Define core terminology integral to the study of politics 

2. Analyze the roles of individuals, groups, and institution in political processes 

3. Explain the interrelationships among political processes 

4. Interpret empirical data and qualitative claims 

5. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of descriptive and normative theories about politics 

6. Formulate practical responses to political issues/problems 

7. Recognize the wide array of political experiences and perspectives 

8. Value the importance of increases knowledge of the political world 

 

II. Program Connections to College Mission, Vision and Values, Strategic Goals and/or College Master Plans:   

 

Political Science allows students to acquire the tools to be academically successful, develop critical thinking skills and 

expertise, and learn to appreciate the contributions of all people in a diverse society. We stress the importance of civic 

awareness and civic engagement/participation to our students. 

 

III. Appropriate Institutional Measurements/Data:   

 

For the Summer/Fall 2012 and Spring 2013 terms, 41 sections were offered with an enrollment of 1,464 students. The student 

success rate was 66.9 percent and the retention rate was 86.3 percent. The FTES was 149.32. The FTES/FTEF was 18.21. The 

fill rate was 79.9 percent. We hope to sustain and/or improve the success and retention rates as well as increase in the promotion 

of the AA degree in Political Science. Although no students received an AA degree in Political Science for 2012/2013, 25 

students declared it as their major. 

 

IV. Program Outcomes Assessment:  Summarize recent assessment efforts and assessment methods within the program.  Include an 
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assessment cycle calendar if one is established. 

 

Political Science has conducted student self-assessments in almost all of our classes (Some of our classes are not offered every 

semester and haven’t gone through a full cycle yet). Assessment calendar attached. 
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Program Improvement(s):  Briefly summarize program changes and improvements since the prior APPW and/or CPPR based on analysis of 

outcome assessment results. 

 

The Political Science faculty have met and discussed program changes to improve assessment methods and results. Faculty will 

collaborate in developing direct assessment tools, such as formulating general multiple-choice questions for POLS 202, which can 

be used to assess learning outcomes for all POLS 202 course sections. 

 

Results from the last CPPR suggest that students are achieving all outcomes with at least a satisfactory level and many at a very 

high level. 

 

V. Program Development/Forecasting 

 

Political Science continues to be a strong program in the Social Sciences Division with high class fill rates on all campuses/centers 

both day and night.  At this time there are two full-time Political Science instructors, one full-time instructor who is 40% Political 

Science and 60% History.  There is currently a full-time position open and should that be successfully filled, the program will have 

a strong full-time staffing level for at least the short term.   Due to course cuts that also affect the entire campus, there now appear 

to be very few sections staffed by part-time faculty.  The loss of sections is a concern but seems to be a trend that could continue.  

In terms of staffing, the program part-time faculty pool is very limited, and the dearth of course offerings for part-time faculty could 

cause us to lose some of those individuals, creating a staffing issue in the future. 

 

Political Science offers the following courses: 

 

POLS 201 Introduction to Political Science 

            (this course is also offered in a distance education format) 

POLS 202 Government and Politics of the United States 

POLS 204 World Politics 

POLS 205 Law and Politics 

POLS 206 Comparative Government 

POLS 209 Introduction to Political Theory 

POLS 247 Independent Studies: Government 

 

There has been an attempt to develop a Minority Politics course but there has been administrative disapproval because of budgetary 

constraints. 

 

VI. Anticipated Program and/or Scheduling Changes 
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The Social Sciences Division has gone to a Monday/Wednesday and Tuesday/Thursday course schedule. We also continue to offer 

a variety of other options like evening classes, short courses (9 weeks and a 4-week course during the summer), and an online 

course as well as offering courses at all of Cuesta’s campuses/centers.  This has allowed Political Science courses to be more 

flexible in catering to the needs of our students.  With our strong core, we believe we can weather this fiscally challenging 

environment effectively and are positioned to be able to expand when the budget and enrollment numbers improve.   

 

 

VII. Facility Changes 

 

The renovation of 6304 has improved the learning environment of that room significantly.  Similarly, our new teaching spaces at 

the North County Campus in the new Learning Resource Center Building provide an environment that facilitates effective 

instruction and learning.  

  

VIII. Staffing Projections 

 

Due to the loss of our full-time instructor, Sarah Spengeman last fall 2013, we currently have two full-time instructors, and one 

full-time instructor who is 40% Political Science and 60% History. As a result, our staffing needs include one full-time instructor. 

As noted, future course reductions could have a negative impact on our current pool of available part-time instructors. 

 

IX. Overall Budgetary Issues  

 

1. Upgrade both full-time and part-time faculty computers 
2. Replace Copier in 6200 Building 
3. Increase electrical outlets in 6200 Building 
4. Replace carpeting and paint in 6200 Building 
5. Laptop Computers (2) 
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Course or Program Assessment Summary   http://academic.cuesta.edu/sloa/docs/Course_and_Program_Assessment_Summary_F_2011.docx       
 
This form can be used to record SLO assessment plans and results for courses or programs.  It is recommended that this document be stored on a group drive, or in MyCuesta. 

Division:     Social Sciences Program:    Political Science    Date:   8/28/12      v. 3 2012 

Courses in program, or course:  _Political Science_________________________________________________________________ 

Faculty involved with the assessment and analysis:   Victor Krulikowski, Aaron Rodrigues, Mark Weber, Kathryn Logan 

Course-to-program outcome mapping document** is completed  Yes___X__  No______     

1 Student Learning Outcome 
Statements  

□X Program 

□ Course 

1.Define core terminology integral to the study of politics 
2.Analyze the roles of individuals, groups and institutions in political processes 
3.Explain the interrelationships among political processes 
4.Interpret empirical data and qualitative claims 
5.Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of descriptive and normative theories about politics 
6.Formulate practical responses to political issues/problems 
7.Recognize the wide array of political experiences and perspectives 
8.Value the importance of increased knowledge of the political world 
 

2 Assessment Methods Plan 
(identify assessment 
instruments, scoring rubrics, 
SLO mapping diagrams) 

Review Political Science courses’ objectives/outcomes and their correlation to Political Science program outcomes.  To date, 
only survey based assessment has been utilized.  For the 2012-2013 academic year, a pilot program will be used to 
experiment with direct assessment utilizing a map to link course outcomes to program outcomes. 
 
All documents may be found in MyCuesta Group/Political Science. 
 

3 Assessment Administration 
Plan (date(s), sample size or 
selection of course sections, 
scoring procedures, etc.) 

Data has been collected from individual courses using student self surveys.  All Political Science courses have been surveyed 
as of this date though there is very limited data for some courses.   There is substantial data for POLS 202 as numerous 
sections are taught each semester, while other courses have limited data as only one section is taught per academic year 
(POLS 205, 206, 209).   

4 Assessment Results Summary 
(summarize Data) 

Course assessments utilizing self summaries show a high level of student achievement in all areas.  Using the results from 
POLS 202 as an example, more students responded “very well” (the highest rating) than for any other rating on 7 out of the 8 
course outcomes.  As many as 93% responded “very well” or “fairly well” for individual outcomes.  These results 
demonstrate positive achievement relative to the program outcomes as well especially in areas like SLO 1 (defining core 
terminology) and SLO 2 (analyzing the role of individuals, groups, and institutions).   
 

5 Discussion of Assessment 
Procedure and Results, and 
Effectiveness of Previous 
Improvement Plans  

During faculty discussions, we noted the large number of course SLOs on which students felt themselves to be achieving at a 
high level.  Discussion also focused on some of the SLOs on which students didn’t rate themselves quite as highly  and 
considered ways to further clarify and communicate those issues more effectively in our classes.  We also discussed the fact 
that some course and/or program SLOs might be difficult to evaluate in a very concrete way (ex. “value informed democratic 
citizenship”).   

http://academic.cuesta.edu/sloa/docs/Course_and_Program_Assessment_Summary_F_2011.docx
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6 Recommended Changes & 
Plans for Implementation of 
Improvements 

A pilot program to incorporate direct assessment along with continued use of the student surveys was discussed.  After the 
accumulation of further data, revision of course and/or program SLOs will also be considered.   

7 Description or evidence of 
dialog among course or 
program-level faculty about 
assessment plan and results  

Full and part time Political Science faculty met on multiple occasions to review and discuss course SLO’s and the student 
survey results.  The two full time faculty members also attended a help session offered by the SLOA coordinators to get 
further clarification and feedback particularly relative to the CPAS documents.   

 
**Course and program level outcomes are required by ACCJC to be aligned.  Each program needs to complete a program map to 
show the alignment.  See examples of completed CPAS and program mapping documents are available at 
http://academic.cuesta.edu/sloa 

 

http://academic.cuesta.edu/sloa
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Program Assessment Cycle Calendar                                         

CYCLE STAGE Fall 11 Spring 12 Fall 12 Spring 13 Fall 13 Spring 14    

SLO Assessment 
POLS 202, 

204 
POLS 209   

   

  

Analyze Results 

& Plan 

Improvements 

POLS 201 

& POLS 

205 

POLS 

202,204,20

6  

POLS 209  

   

  

Plan 

Implementation 
 

POLS 201 

& POILS 

205 

POLS 

202,204, 

206 

POLS 209 

   

  

Post-

Implementation 

SLO Assessment 

  

POLS 201 

& POLS  

205 

POLS 

202,204,20

6 

 

POLS 209 

  

  

 

Notes for developing the calendar: 

 

Start with realistic goals.  The assessment cycle calendar should have reachable timelines, considering faculty workload, classroom time needed 

for assessment, and the inevitable adjustments and improvements in assessment tools and methodology.  

 

Not all SLOs have to be assessed every semester. 

 

Assessment activities don’t need to occur every semester. 

 

All courses, degrees and programs do need to be assessed on a regular cycle. 

 

 


