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1 Student Learning 
Outcome Statement 

1. Comprehend and respond to intermediate fiction and non-fiction.   
2. Produce generally comprehensible texts using intermediate vocabulary and grammatical structures.  
3. Recognize and use intermediate grammatical structures. 

2 Assessment Method & 
Criteria for Success 

Three separate final exams: reading, grammar, and writing.  The criterion for success was defined as a score of 70% 
or higher on each exam. 

3 Methodology/Date 
 
 

The shared grammar, reading, and writing assessments that were administered in fall 2009 were revised.  The 
grammar and writing exams were administered to the three Level 4 sections in spring 2010.  The revised reading 
exam was administered to the three Level 4 sections in fall 2010.   

4 Assessment Results 
 

Overall results1: 
Grammar exam:  61% of the students scored a 70% or higher, 39% scored 69% or lower. 
Reading exam: 87 % of the students scored a 70% or higher, 13% scored 69% or lower. 
Writing exam:  81% of the students scored a 70% or higher, 19% scored 69% or lower. 

5 Discussion 
 

The results indicated that students improved in writing, but did worse in grammar.  In reading, there was a marked 
improvement over the previous year (87% vs. 58% met the reading outcome.)  The changes to the reading 
component of the course appear to be successful. 
 
In terms of grammar: 
o Several students did not seem to be prepared to take Level 4, and that could account for the large number of 

failures.   
o There needs to be a minimum standard for exit from each level.   
o After comparing Level 3 and Level 4 final grammar assessments, these concerns were discussed: 

o The assessments seem very similar in both content and level. 
o Level 3 and Level 4 need to coordinate more closely.  There needs to be a clearer progression from Level 3 

to Level 4.   
 

In terms of writing: 
o Students struggle mostly with grammar and vocabulary in writing.  There is insufficient time to devote to writing 

in Level 4.  In addition, the writing outcomes for Level 3 and 4 are very similar.  
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6 Recommended changes 
 

o For all levels in the ESL program, students should be required to demonstrate proficiency so that they are 
prepared for more complicated material in the next level.  For example, if students fail the SLO assessment, 
should they be able to pass the class?  If this does happen, this would almost guarantee that the student would 
not be ready for the next level.   

 
o Level 3 and Level 4 need to distinguish their curriculum.  For example:  

o Level 3 can focus on basic tenses and forms e.g., simple present/present progressive and simple past.  
The focus can be on mastery/competency.  If other tenses/structures are introduced, they don’t need to 
be a main focus of the final assessment. 

o Level 4 can review the basic tenses (i.e., simple present/present progressive and simple past), but the focus 
can be on past progressive vs. simple past, future tense and time clauses, and present perfect. 

o The writing outcomes for the courses also need to be distinguished.  Level 3 could focus more on 
communicative type of writing, and Level 4 could be an introduction to academic writing. 

 
o More units need to be added for Level 4.  There could be a separate writing course that focuses on the paragraph 

for Level 3 and 4 students.  Then, the core Level 3 and 4 classes can be devoted to grammar and reading.  Or, 
there could be a separate reading course for Level 3 and 4 students, and the core classes can be devoted to 
grammar and writing.  In short, more time needs to be devoted to each skill area. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


